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New Young Saintsﬁ Encourage Faithful
to Live Life to the Full, Pope Says

By Carol Glatz, Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The greatest risk in
life is to waste it by not seeking to follow God'’s
plan, Pope Leo XIV said, proclaiming two new
saints — two young laymen of the 20th and 21st
centuries.

“Sts. Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo Acutis are
an invitation to all of us, especially young people,
not to squander our lives, but to direct them up-
ward and make them masterpieces,” the pope said
Sept. 7.

“The simple but winning formula of their holi-
ness,” he said, is accessible to everyone at any time.
“They encourage us with their words: ‘Not I, but
God,’ as Carlo used to say. And Pier Giorgio: ‘If you
have God at the center of all your actions, then you

will reach the end.”

Before canonizing the first saints of his pontif-
icate, Pope Leo greeted the more than 80,000 faith-
tul who had gathered early in St. Peter’s Square be-
cause he wanted to share his joy with them before
the start of the solemn ceremony.

“Brothers and sisters, today is a wonderful cele-
bration for all of Italy, for the whole church, for the
whole world,” he said before the Mass.

“While the celebration is very solemn, it is also
a day of great joy, and I wanted to greet especially
the many young people who have come for this
holy Mass,” he said, also greeting the families of the
soon-to-be saints and the associations and commu-
nities to which the young men had belonged.

See “Saints” on Page 3a
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CNS photo/Lola Gomez
A tapestry depicting St. Carlo Acutis hangs from the fa-
cade of St. Peter’s Basilica during the Mass for his can-
onization at the Vatican Sept. 7.

“There is a Lot to be Thankful for, Bishop Brennan Says as
Diocese Celebrates 175th Anniversary

Celebrations to be Held
around the Diocese

By Colleen Rowan
{( ere is a lot to be thankful
for,” Bishop Mark E. Bren-
nan said in his homily for
Mass celebrating the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston’s 175th anni-
versary. The Aug. 22 celebration at
the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheel-
ing was held on the feast of the
Queenship of Mary which also
marked Bishop Brennan’s sixth anni-
versary as the ninth bishop of the di-
ocese.

“We were carved out of the Dio-
cese of Richmond (Virginia), which
only 30 years earlier had been carved
out of the Archdiocese of Baltimore,”
Bishop Brennan said. He welcomed
Bishop Barry C. Knestout of the Dio-
cese of Richmond and Bishop Adam
J. Parker, auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore, who both
concelebrated the Mass. Also con-
celebrating and welcomed was
Bishop Edward M. Lohse of the Dio-
cese of Kalamazoo, Mich., who
serves as apostolic administrator of
the Diocese of Steubenville, Ohio—
Wheeling-Charleston’s neighboring
diocese just across the Ohio River.

More than 30 priests from around

See “Diocese” on Page 4

Colleen Rowan photo
At the Mass celebrating the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s 175th anniversary at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling Aug. 22
are, from left: Bishop Mark E. Brennan; Deacon Robert J. Krall of Wheeling; Bishop Adam J. Parker, auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese
of Baltimore; Bishop Barry C. Knestout of the Diocese of Richmond; Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.F, rector of the Basilica
of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Charleston (in the back); and Bishop Edward M. Lohse of the Diocese of Kalamazoo,
Mich., who serves as apostolic administrator of the Diocese of Steubenville, Ohio.
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Diocesan Official Appointments

Bishop Mark Brennan has made public the following appointments:

Father Joseph Abraham,
V.C., has been appointed Pastor of
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, New Mat-
tinsville; Mater Dolorosa Parish,
Paden City; St. Joseph Mission, Proc-
tor; and Holy Rosary Mission, Sis-
tersville; effective August 15, 2025.
His place of residence is not affected
by this assignment.

Father Ramababu Dakka-
madugula, H.G.N., has been ap-
pointed Pastor of Holy Redeemer
Parish, Spencer, and St. Elizabeth of
Hungary Mission, Elizabeth, effec-
tive August 15, 2025. His place of
residence is not atfected by this as-
signment.

Father Kotaiah (Thomas)
Dharelli, H.G.N., has been ap-
pointed Pastor of St. Anthony Par-
ish, Charleston, and Our Lady of the
Hills Parish, Elkview, effective Au-
gust 15, 2025. His place of residence
is not affected by this assignment.

Father Deepu Joseph,
M.C.B.S., has been appointed
Chaplain of Council 872 of the
Knights of Columbus for the current
Fraternal Year 2025-2026, effective
immediately. This is in addition to
his current assignment as Adminis-
trator of St. Ann Parish, Shinnston.

Father Rey D. Landicho has
been appointed Pastor of St. Peter
Parish, Welch; Sacred Heart Mission,
Powhatan; Our Lady of Victory
Chapel, Gary; and Holy Cross

Chapel, Pineville; effective August
15, 2025. His place of residence is
not affected by this assignment.
Father Gerald Muoka has
been appointed Pastor of St. An-
thony Parish, Follansbee, effective

August 15, 2025. His place of res-
idence is not affected by this assign-
ment.

Father Douglas A. Ondeck
has been reappointed as State Chap-
lain of the West Virginia Catholic
Daughters of the Americas, effective
immediately. This is in addition to
his current assignment as Pastor of
St. Patrick Parish, Weston.

Father Joseph Kutty K. Se-
bastian has been appointed Pastor
of St. Boniface Parish, Camden, and
Good Shepherd Mission, Glenville,
effective August 15, 2025. His place
of residence is not affected by this
assignment.

Father Priyesh Sebastian,
M.C.B.S., has been appointed Pas-
tor of St. Francis Xavier Parish,
Moundsville, effective August 15,
2025. His place of residence is not af-
tected by this assignment.

Father Martin Smay has been
appointed as Chaplain of the Court
Bishop Donahue #784 of the Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas, effec-
tive immediately. This is in addition
to his current assignment as Pastor
of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Hun-
tington, and St. Stephen Parish,
Ona.

Father Paul Vazhappilly has
been appointed Pastor of St. Peter
Claver Parish and Sacred Heart Par-
ish, Huntington, effective August
15, 2025. His place of residence is
not affected by this assignment.

Mr. Chad R. Carter is re-
appointed to the office of Chancel-
lor for the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, effective September 16,
2025, for a term of three years.

To Report Suspected Cases of Sex-
ual Abuse of Children: The Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston encourages report-
ing to civil authorities first and foremost if
a crime has been committed. We also en-
courage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any
bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to be-
lieve that a bishop has engaged in sexual
misconduct or has interfered with an inves-
tigation into sexual misconduct, please
contact civil authorities in the applicable
jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishop
abuse.org. To Report to Civil Au-
thorities: Contact your local law en-
forcement: numbers will vary based on
your location. If you believe someone is in
immediate danger, call 911. To confiden-
tially report any incidence of suspected
child abuse or neglect, including sexual
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for
Children and Families’ Child Protective
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline
at 800.352.6513. You may report anony-
mously to this hotline if you prefer. To Re-
port to Diocesan Authorities: The di-
ocese encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate civil authorities first and foremost if a
crime has been committed. The diocese
also encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse of children by person-
nel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, contact one of the following
designees at  1.888.434.6237 or
304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263;
Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha

Gomez, ext. 264. You may also call the Di-
ocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sexual abuse
hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional
methods of reporting are available at
www.dwc.org, under “Accountability.”
Complaint forms are available online at
www.dwec.org, click “Diocese” on the menu
bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environ-
ment”, then “Download Files and Forms.”
The form is titled “Complaint Form for Al-
legations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The
form may be returned via U.S. mail to: Of-
fice of Safe Environment, Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheel-
ing WV 26003. To Report to the Dio-
cese’s Victim Assistance Coordi-
nator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at
304.559.6742. The Diocese partners with
Navex Global to offer EthicsPoint to report
other concerns such as suspected financial,
professional, and personal misconduct of a
priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of
the Diocese or any Catholic parish or
school in WV. EthicsPoint can be accessed
via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”,
then “Report Misconduct” or by calling
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party
reporting system that reports to civil au-
thorities where applicable and Diocesan
authorities, and the identity of the person

reporting is protected. Links and
information: WV  Department of
Health and  Human Resources:

https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West
Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Chil-
dren Unit: 304-293-6400.

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe En-
vironment Program for the protection of children and young people. The Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program consists of the following components
for persons seeking employment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with children: back-
ground check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; sexual
abuse awareness training for adults. Training may be completed online or via live work-
shop. Forinformat-ion, gotowww.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office

of Safe Environment.”
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Bishops, Officials Call for Prayer atter Conservative
Activist Charlie Kirk Shot and Killed

By Kate Scanlon, OSV News
(Please note: This story is not in
the print version of this issue of
The Catholic Spirit because the
story posted after the press dead-
line.)

(OSV News) — Catholic bishops
and public officials are calling for
prayer following the assassination of
conservative activist Charlie Kirk,
who died after being shot Sept. 10
during an event at Utah Valley Uni-
versity in Orem, Utah.

Kirk was 31 and a married father
with two young children. He was
shot in the neck, reportedly by a
sniper from a campus building. The
suspect is still at large, and a man-
hunt is underway, according to law
enforcement officials.

In a statement, President Donald
Trump said, “The Great, and even
Legendary, Charlie Kirk, is dead.”

“No one understood or had the
Heart of the Youth in the United
States of America better than Char-
lie,” Trump said. “He was loved and
admired by ALL, especially me, and
now, he is no longer with us. Mela-
nia and my Sympathies go out to his
beautiful wife Erika, and family.
Charlie, we love you!”

Law enforcement officials said
they had a person of interest in the
shooting in custody and being ques-
tioned, but that individual was
booked on obstruction of justice
charges, and an investigation to de-
termine the shooter is still under-
way.

“Towhoever did this, we will find
you,” Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, R, said
at a press conference.

A staunch ally of Trump, Kirk was
the founder of the Republican-
aligned Turning Point USA. He was
being hosted by that organization’s
chapter at the university for his
“American Comeback Tour.”

According to multiple reports,
Kirk was in the midst of discussing
mass shootings in the U.S. with an
individual attendee when a single
shot rang out, striking Kirk and scat-
tering the crowd.

Bishop Oscar A. Solis of Salt Lake
City said in a statement shared with
OSV News, “My heart goes out to the
family of Charlie Kirk, who was shot
and killed today at Utah Valley Uni-
versity.”

“I will pray for the repose of his
soul,” Bishop Solis said. “I am also
praying for all who were affected,
especially those who were present at
the event on campus, the many
people who admired Mr. Kirk, and
most particularly his family. Mean-
while, I continue to pray for all the
victims of gun violence throughout
the years and their families.”

“Itis appalling that senseless acts
of violence such as this continue to
occur,” he said. “It seems that our so-
ciety has lost the sense of the sanc-
tity of life, and I pray that our gov-
ernment will undertake appropriate

measures to stop these horrible
crimes.”

Vice President JD Vance and Gov.
Gavin Newsom, D-Calif., both Cath-
olics, were among the first officials
across the aisle who offered their re-
actions on social media, calling for
prayer and condemning political vi-
olence, respectively.

“Dear God, protect Charlie in his
darkest hour,” Vance wrote prior to
confirmation of Kirk’s death by the
president.

Newsom called the shooting “dis-
gusting, vile, and reprehensible.”

“In the United States of America,
we must reject political violence in
EVERY form,” Newsom wrote.

Newsom and Kirk previously
joined each other’s podcasts to de-
bate their political differences.

Former President Joe Biden, also
Catholic, wrote on X, “There is no
place in our country for this kind of
violence. It must end now.”

“Jill and I are praying for Charlie
Kirk’s family and loved ones,” he
said.

Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords,
D-Ariz., who survived after she was
shot and gravely injured in 2011,
wrote on X, “I’'m horrified to hear
that Charlie Kirk was shot at an
event in Utah.”

“Democratic societies will always
have political disagreements, but we
must never allow America to become
a country that confronts those dis-
agreements with violence,” she said.

At the press conference, Cox said
Kirk was known for debates on col-
lege campuses, and that debate is
“foundational to the formation of
our country, to our most basic con-
stitutional rights.”

“And when someone takes the
life of a person because of their ideas
or their ideals, then that very consti-
tutional foundation is threatened,”
Cox said.

Kristan Hawkins, president of
Students for Life of America and Stu-
dents for Life Action and a Catholic,
said in a statement she was speaking
at her own campus tour at the Uni-
versity of Montana at the time of the
incident and stopped it to pray in re-
sponse to hearing the news.

“As T also stood on a college cam-
pus, I was horrified to learn that my
friend Charlie Kirk had been shot,”
Hawkins said. “Our nation is in crisis
when speaking up for preborn chil-
dren and for love of country leads to
violence, and that’s clearly on the
rise.”

Bishop Robert E. Barron of Wi-
nona-Rochester, Minnesota, was
also among those who called for
prayer.

Trump directed flags to be flown
at half-staff as “a mark of respect for
the memory of Charlie Kirk.”

The U.S. House of Representa-
tives observed a moment of silence
in response.

In a statement confirming Kirk’s

death, his organization Turning
Point USA said, “It is with a heavy
heart that we confirm that Charles
James Kirk has been murdered by a
gunshot that took place during
Turning Point USA’s ‘The American
Comeback Tour’ campus event at
Utah Valley University on Sep-
tember 10, 2025.”

“May he be received into the mer-

OSV News photo/Jim Urquhart, Reuters
Law enforcement officers work at the crime scene at Utah Valley University where
U.S. conservative activist Charlie Kirk was shot during an event in Orem Sept. 10.

ciful arms of our loving Savior, who
suffered and died for Charlie,” the
statement said. “We ask that every-
one keep his family and loved ones
in your prayers. We ask that you
please respect their privacy and dig-
nity at this time.”

(Kate Scanlon is a national re-
porter for OSV News covering Wash-
ington.)
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Saints ...

Cont’d from Page 1

Pope Leo asked that ev-
eryone “feel in our hearts
the same thing that Pier
Giorgio and Carlo experi-
enced: this love for Jesus
Christ, especially in the Eu-
charist, but also in the
poor, in our brothers and
sisters.”

“All of you, all of us, are
also called to be saints,” he

CNS photo/Lola Gomez
A tapestry depicting St. Pier
Giorgio Frassati hangs from
the facade of St. Peter’s Basil-
ica during the Mass for his
canonization at the Vatican
Sept. 7.

said, before leaving to pre-
pare for Mass and paying
homage to a statue of Mary
with baby Jesus and the rel-
iquaries containing the re-
lics of the two young
men.

In his homily, the pope
underlined Jesus’ call in the
day’s Gospel reading “to
abandon ourselves without
hesitation to the adventure
that he offers us, with the
intelligence and strength
that comes from his Spirit,
that we can receive to the
extent that we empty our-
selves of the things and
ideas to which we are at-
tached, in order to listen to
his word.”

That is what the two
new saints did and what
every disciple of Christ is
called to do, he said.

Many people, especially

PPanhandle

when they are young, he
said, face a kind of “cross-
roads” in life when they re-
flect on what to do with
their life.

The saints of the church
are often portrayed as
“great figures, forgetting
that for them it all began
when, while still young,
they said ‘yes’ to God and
gave themselves to him
completely, keeping noth-
ing for themselves,” the
pope said.

“Today we look to St.
Pier Giorgio Frassati and St.
Carlo Acutis: a young man
from the early 20th century
and a teenager from our
own day, both in love with
Jesus and ready to give ev-
erything for him,” he said.

Pope Leo then dedicated
a large portion of his hom-
ily to sharing quotes from
the two and details of their
lives, which is something
Pope Francis had shifted
away from, preferring to
focus more on the day’s
readings.

“Pier Giorgio’s life is a
beacon for lay spirituality,”
Pope Leo said.

“For him, faith was not a
private devotion, but it was
driven by the power of the
Gospel and his membezr-
ship in ecclesial associa-
tions,” he said. “He was
also generously committed
to society, contributed to
political life and devoted
himself ardently to the
service of the poor.”

“Carlo, for his part, en-
countered Jesus in his
tamily, thanks to his par-
ents, Andrea and Antonia
— who are here today with
his two siblings, Francesca
and Michele,” he said, as
the crowd applauded, and
Antonia smiled shyly at the
camera.

St. Acutis also encoun-
tered Jesus at the Jesuit-run
school he attended and
“above all in the sacra-
ments celebrated in the
parish community,” he
said. “He grew up naturally
integrating prayer, sport,
study and charity into his
days as a child and young
man.”

The pope said the new

CLEANING & RESTORATION

saints “cultivated their love
tor God and for their
brothers and sisters
through simple acts, avail-
able to everyone: daily
Mass, prayer and especially
Eucharistic adoration.”

St. Frassati was born
April 6, 1901, in Turin and
died there July 4, 1925, of
polio at the age of 24.
St. Acutis was born to
Italian parents May 3,
1991, in London and died
in Monza, Italy, Oct. 12,
2006, of leukemia at the age
of 15.

The pope said that “even
when illness struck them
and cut short their young
lives, not even this stopped
them nor prevented them
from loving, offering them-
selves to God, blessing him
and praying to him for
themselves and for every-
one.”

Several family members
and people closely associ-
ated with the new saints at-

tended the Mass, along
with dignitaries, such as
Italian President Sergio

Mattarella.

St. Acutis’ parents, An-
drea and Antonia, and his
twin siblings, Michele and
Francesca, who were born
four years after their
brother died, were present
and together brought the
pope the offertory gifts. Mi-
chele also did the first
reading at the Mass in Eng-
lish.

Valeria Valverde, who
read the first prayer of the
taithful, is a young Costa
Rican woman who suffered
a severe head injury while
living in Italy. It was her
unexplained healing that
provided the second mi-
racle needed for St. Acutis’

CNS photo/Lola Gomez

Pope Leo XIV prays before a statue of Mary and the Child Jesus
behind the relics of Sts. Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati
during the Mass for their canonization in St. Peter’s Square at the

Vatican Sept. 7.

canonization.

St. Frassati was active
with Catholic Action, the
St. Vincent de Paul Society,
the Italian Catholic Uni-
versity Federation and the
Dominican Third Order.
Lorenzo Zardi, vice pres-
ident of the youth group of
Italy’s Catholic Action read
the second reading at the
Mass and Michele Tridente,
the secretary general of the
lay movement, also pre-
sented the pope with offer-

tory gifts.
Before praying the
Angelus, the pope once

again thanked everyone for

coming to celebrate the

church’s two new saints.
However, he also called

for people’s “incessant
prayer for peace, especially
in the Holy Land, and in
Ukraine and in every other
land bloodied by war.”

“To governing leaders, 1
repeat, listen to the voice of
conscience,” he said.

“The apparent victories
won with weapons, sowing
death and destruction, are
really defeats and will
never bring peace and secu-
rity,” he said.

“God does not want war.
God wants peace!” he ex-
claimed to applause. God
gives strength to those who
work toward leaving be-
hind the cycle of hatred
and pursue the path of dia-
logue.
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Diocese ...

Cont’d from Page 1
West Virginia concelebrated
the Mass and were joined by
a number of deacons who
served. Congregation of St.
Joseph Sisters—Sister Kath-
leen Durkin, CS]J, Sister Mar-
guerite O’Brien, CSJ, and
Sister Mary Ann Rosenbaum,
CSJ—carried the gifts.

Leading a procession into
the cathedral for the Mass
were diocesan officials carry-
ing the 175th anniversary
banner followed by banners
of the diocese’s six vicari-
ates—Wheeling, Charleston,
Beckley, Clarksburg, Mar-
tinsburg, and Parkersburg.

Catholic faithful traveled
from all over the state to be a
part of the celebration. One
of them was Jim Copolo, a
member of Sacred Heart
Church in Powhatan in
McDowell County—the
state’s most southern county
bordering Virginia.

“I felt very humbled to
share this Eucharistic Cele-
bration to support our
Bishop Mark on his sixth an-
niversary as our shepherd
and also to celebrate the di-
ocesan anniversary,” said
Copolo, who has served as a
member of the Diocesan Pas-
toral Council for four years.
“The beautiful music, won-
derful fellowship, and deli-
cious food made the six-hour
drive memorable.”

The Diocese of Wheeling
was established in 1850,
Bishop Brennan said in his
homily. This was more than
a decade before the Civil War
when the Mountain State
was still part of the Old Do-
minion. The Wheeling Dio-
cese encompassed the area
west of the Allegheny Moun-
tains.  Wheeling’s  first
bishop, Bishop Richard V.
Whelan, was originally
Bishop of Richmond—or-
dained there on March 21,
1841. Nine years later, he was
appointed to Wheeling.

According to “Faith in
the Mountains: A History of
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston 1850-2000,” the
Diocese of Wheeling became
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston in 1974, and its
boundaries were redrawn to
take on the eight counties of
the Eastern Panhandle of
West Virginia (which were
part of the Diocese of Rich-
mond) to cover the entire
state. The 17 and a half
counties of Virginia on the
northern side of the Alle-
gheny Mountains (which
were part of the Diocese of
Wheeling) returned to the
Diocese of Richmond.

Colleen Rowan photo

At the Mass celebrating the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s 175th
anniversary at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling Aug. 22,
Bishop Mark Brennan receives the gifts from Congregation of St.
Joseph Sisters. From left are Sister Marguerite O’Brien, CS], Sister
Kathleen Durkin, CS}), and Sister Mary Ann Rosenbaum, CSJ.

One hundred years
before this momentous
change, Bishop Whelan —
the “Founding Father” of
Wheeling-Charleston and
Richmond'’s second
bishop—died on July 7,
1874. His final resting place
is at the Bishop’s Chapel at
Mount Calvary Cemetery in
Wheeling.

In his homily, Bishop
Brennan spoke of the Catho-
lic faithful from the Diocese
of Wheeling-Charleston’s
beginnings through the
present day and their stead-
fast commitment to their
faith.

“Wonderful people.
People of great heroism in
times of persecution,” he
said, noting the presence of
the Ku Klux Klan more than
100 years ago.

“We have wonderful par-
ishes that nourish the faith
of our people, schools do the
same,” he said. “Alot of good
works done. Catholic Char-
ities is the largest provider of
help to people in need in the
state as it is in the entire na-
tion. There is a lot to be
thankful for, but there’s
much to do also in looking

Colleen Rowan photo
Brother John Byrd, FMS, offers the sign of peace to Judy Miller at
the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling Aug. 22 at the Mass cele-
brating the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s 175th anniversary.

torward, especially in the
area of sharing our faith with
others, our faith in Jesus
Christ.”

Evangelization is crucial
to the future of the diocese,
the bishop said, and is caz-
ried out through many acts
of charity and outreach. He
specifically pointed to there-
sponse of the Catholic faith-
ful after the catastrophic
June 14 flooding in Triadel-
phia and Valley Grove which
claimed the lives of nine
people and devasted these
small communities.

“Many of our Catholic
people, including our
chancery employees and
high school students, went
to work to help with the
cleanup,” the bishop said.

Bishop Brennan also
spoke of WVU Medicine
Wheeling Hospital, its 175-
year history of providing
healthcare to the region, and
its plans for the future. On
Aug. 22, the Wheeling Hos-
pital Foundation announced
a gift of $10 million toward a
new WVU cancer complex to
be constructed in Wheeling.
The name of the center will
be WVU Cancer Institute,

Saint  Joseph  Regional
Cancer Complex. Wheeling
Hospital, the diocese’s hospi-
tal, entered into the WVU
Medicine System in April of
2021 but retains its Catholic
identity. The diocese still
owns the land and the build-
ings but sold the equipment
to WVU Medicine, which
also pays annual rent to the
diocese. The money from
that established the founda-
tion.

Bishop Brennan then
pointed out two extraordi-
nary examples of evangeliza-
tion that have taken place in
West Virginia this year. The
first, at the small Parish of St.
Thomas in Gassaway which
brought 13 people into the
Catholic Church.

“They see a parish that
reaches out to people in
need,” the bishop said.
“That parish feeds 900
people a month in a county
with no grocery store.”

The Newman Center at
St. John University Parish in
Morgantown, he added,
brought 26 young people
into the Catholic Church as
well.

“They’re looking for
more than just parties and
studies and sports,” the
bishop said of college-age
young people. “This can be

Colleen Rowan photo
Altar servers and clergy process out of the Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Wheeling Aug. 22 following the Mass celebrating the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston’s 175th anniversary.

good, but they want a more
solid foundation for their
faith. There’s a field there to
harvest.”

Bishop Brennan encour-
aged those gathered to look
to Mary, a model disciple for
all, in evangelization. She is
also known as “the Star of
the New Evangelization, the
sharing of the gospel of
Christ with others,” the
bishop added, noting the
words of Jesus in Matthew’s
gospel (Mt. 28:19) as he as-
cended back to heaven: Go
and make disciples of all
nations.

“We clergy, religious,
and laity of this diocese
have to take his command
seriously rather than let
our Catholic faith in West
Virginia shrink not just in
numbers but in relevance
to the people of this state,”
Bishop  Brennan  said.
“Mary, as the Star of the
New Evangelization, prays
for us so we can count on her
help through prayer. She re-
minds us of the need for a
personal encounter with her
son and she serves as an ex-
ample of reaching out to
others to bring them to her
son.”

More celebrations will be
held around the diocese. See
Page 5 for the story.
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Celebrations Planned for Diocese’s 175th Anniversary

By Colleen Rowan

s the yearlong observance of

the Diocese of Wheeling-

Charleston’s 175th anniver-
sary continues, planning is under-
way for celebratory events around
the state. Diocesan Chancellor
Chad Carter is hoping for partici-
pation from the faithful to help
make this milestone in the life of
the church in West Virginia mem-
orable.

“Our diocese certainly has a
rich history over these past 175
years. Our God has blessed us and
continues to empower us to share
the news of his saving love to all
people from the mountaintops to
the valleys throughout our beauti-
ful mountain state,” Carter said. “I
encourage all of our faithful to par-
ticipate in the various anniversary
events through July 2026.”

The anniversary was marked
this summer by parishes of the di-
ocese ringing church bells at 7:19
p-m. on July 19 (the anniversary of
the diocese’s founding) followed
by the Aug. 22 Mass at the Cathe-
dral of St. Joseph in Wheeling cele-

brated by Bishop Mark E. Brennan
and concelebrated by Bishop Barry
C. Knestout of the Diocese of Rich-
mond; Bishop Adam J. Parker, aux-
iliary bishop of the Archdiocese of
Baltimore; and Bishop Edward M.
Lohse of the Diocese of Kalamazoo,
Mich., who serves as apostolic ad-
ministrator of the Diocese of Steu-
benville, Ohio.

The next celebration will be in
the Charleston Vicariate on Sept.
23 at 6:30 p.m. at Ascension Parish
in Hurricane where the faithful
will gather for Mass celebrated by
Bishop Brennan. Additional cele-
brations for other vicariates are
being planned as well.

On Oct. 3, it’s back to Wheeling
for the 50th anniversary of the
dedication of the Resurrection
Chapel Mausoleum at the diocesan
cemetery—Mount Calvary. Mass
will be celebrated at 5:30 p.m. at
the mausoleum.

In recognition of the diocese’s
anniversary, the Bishop’s Chapel at
Mount Calvary Cemetery will be
open every first Saturday from
noon to 3 p.m. giving all the op-

portunity to visit and spend time
in quiet prayer. This will continue
through July 26, 2026. In No-
vember at the chapel, all are in-
vited to Mass on All Souls Day at 10
a.m. and Evening Prayer on Sun-
days at 5 p.m. For times and sched-
ule changes and updates, visit
Mount Calvary’s website at mount-
calvarywheeling.org.

In Morgantown, an evening
concert will be held with the
Monongalia Symphony Orchestra
at St. Francis de Sales Church on
Nov. 16 at 6 p.m.

“We're inviting choir members
from around the diocese to partici-
pate,” Carter said. “It’s going to be
hymns from the liturgical year
with choir orchestra and hand-
bells.”

The concert will be directed by
Conductor Shaun Hancher, music
director of the Monongalia Sym-
phony Orchestra in Morgantown.
He is also music director and con-
ductor of the Wheeling Symphony
Youth Orchestra and music direc-
tor at Our Lady of Peace Parish in
Wheeling. The concert is free and

open to public with a reception to
follow. To participate in the choir,
contact Matthew Berher at the ca-
thedral at (304) 233-4121.

The diocese’s 175th anniversary
is also being connected with the
50th anniversary of the Appala-
chian Catholic bishops’ 1975 Pas-
toral Letter “This Land is Home to
Me.”

At the annual PACE (Pastoral
Administration & Collaborative
Education) Conference Oct. 15-16
at Saint John XXIII Pastoral Center
in Charleston, Jon-Erik Gilot, di-
rector of the diocese’s Archives &
Records, will be presenting a ses-
sion on diocesan history while
Shirley Carter, director of the dioc-
esan Department of Faith Forma-
tion and Youth, Young Adult, &
Campus Ministry, will present a
session on the document. To reg-
ister or for more information and
updates, visit dwc.org/2025pace/

The closing Mass for the dio-
cese’s anniversary year will be July
19, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. at the Basil-
ica of the Co-Cathedral of the
Sacred Heart in Charleston.

Celebration to Mark 50th Anniversary of Resurrection Chapel
Mausoleum in Diocesan Cemetery in Wheeling

By Joyce Bibey

WHEELING — Resur-
rection Chapel Mausoleum
at Mount Calvary Ceme-
tery in Wheeling was the
tirst community mauso-
leum in the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston. On
Friday, Oct. 3, the diocese
will host a blessing and
Mass at the chapel at 5:30
p-m. to mark the 50th anni-
versary of its dedication in
1975.

According to diocesan
Archivist Jon-Erik Gilot, it
is recorded the first step to-
ward the realization of the
mausoleum was made in a
letter from the diocese to
Marble & Granite Com-
pany, New Orleans, invit-
ing them to send represen-
tatives to meet with the ad-
visory committee of Mount
Calvary Cemetery. On the
strength of their presenta-
tion and letters of recom-
mendation received from
several dioceses, in which
Acme had erected mauso-
leums, the contract with
Acme was signed in Oc-
tober 1972, and ground
broken in March 1974.
Plans for the number of
crypts expanded from 500
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Deacon Douglas W. Breiding photo
Resurrection Chapel’s Risen
Lord stained-glass window is
shown above.

to 1,624.

Gilot further noted, on
Oct. 4, 1975, Bishop Joseph
H. Hodges presided over

the blessing and dedication
of Resurrection Chapel
Mausoleum.

From the moment the
doors opened to the large
crowd that gathered at its
dedication, the mausoleum
remains a place of beauty
and permanence. The pol-
ished marble interior and
granite exterior present a
stately building where vis-
itors step respectfully into a
space encouraging prayer
and respect in peaceful si-
lence for their loved ones.
The entrance area is framed
in Ashlar Spanish Rose Gra-
nite, with large white Luna
Pearl Granite Cross insets
on either side of the en-
trance. The floor of the
mausoleum is of terrazzo.

In 1977, a breathtaking
stained-glass window was
added and installed by
Hunt Stained Glass of Pitts-
burgh. The image is of the
Risen Savior based on a de-
sign by Msgr. Frederick ]J.
Schwertz, P.A., a longtime
chancellor of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston.

The mausoleum is lo-
cated on the edge of the
Resurrection Shrine section
of the cemetery, and within

The Catholic Spirit photo/Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston Archives
The dedication of the Chapel in 1975 with Bishop Joseph H.

Hodges is shown above.

sight of the Calvary Shrine
marking the priests’ plot.
Additional history: It was
Bishop Richard Whelan who
purchased the 39-acres of
land four miles east of
Wheeling on National Road
in 1872, for the Catholic
cemetery. Bishop Whelan

personally oversaw the
Mount Calvary Cemetery’s
layout and design. The
Bishop’s Chapel was built in
1879, and a house for the
sexton (caretaker for the
graveyard, chapel, and any
other buildings on the
grounds) was added in 1883.

Jarvis-Williams Funeral Homes

Weldon P. Williams, FD ¢ LIC (3

“Boots” Jarvis, Co-Owner & Sec

1224 S. Bridge Stre
New Martinsville, WV
( 55-3456
309 N 4th Avenue,
Paden LAY
(304) 337-2311
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Diocese Launches Olive Branch Ministry for

Those Going through Separation and Divorce

Retreat Set for Oct. 11
in Wheeling

By Colleen Rowan

WHEELING — The Olive
Branch Ministry has been estab-
lished by the diocese for those
going through separation and di-
vorce and will hold its first retreat
(free and open to all) at St. Michael
Parish Angelus Center in Wheeling
Oct. 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The name of this ministry re-
tflects the “olive branch” as a sym-
bol of new life in Genesis, Chapter
8, said diocesan Director for Social
Ministry Kathy Barton. The olive
branch, she said, was brought to
Noah by a dove and was the first
real sign that the flood was subsid-
ing and that there was new life bey-
ond the storm.

“While you're still in the storm,
this is something to hold on to. To
know that there is life beyond
this divorce,” Barton said. “God
hates divorce. He loves us. And
what we want is for this day retreat
to be that olive branch that shows
you some direction and guidance,
some other folks you can talk to so
you realize you’re not in this
alone.”

Divorce and separation is some-
thing no one should go through
alone, she said, and this ministry
will offer support through this dif-
ficult time. She especially wants
Catholics who are divorced or sep-
arated to realize that the church is
there for them.

“Not only are you wanted and
needed, but we want to help you
through this process,” Barton said.
“We're here for you.”

The retreat will also offer infor-
mation and resources for personal
and spiritual growth as well as in-

tformation Catholics need to know.
However, one does not have to be
Catholic to participate.

“This program,” Barton said, “is
your olive branch of restored faith
and hope in the midst of the
storm.”

Barton is one of four speakers
tfor the retreat and her topics are as
follows: “Road map to where you
are — Stages of Grief & Loss”; “Why
isn’t divorce enough? — Divorce Vs
Annulment”; “What does forgive-
ness look like?”; and “Give it to
HIM.”

Also speaking will be Joelle
Moray, a bestselling author, “TED
Talks” speaker, and therapist. Her
talk is titled: “How to find peace in
this process — Dealing With Con-
stant Stress.”

Moray said every person de-
serves support during life’s most
difficult seasons.

“When I was invited to join
Olive Branch, [ saw it as a meaning-
tul opportunity to share tools that
help people find steadiness and
strength when life feels overwhel-
ming,” she said. “My work is about
helping people recover their
energy and hope, and I felt this was
a beautiful space to do just that.”

She sees Olive Branch as a safe
place where people will be met
with compassion, understanding,
and practical support.

“Transitions like divorce or loss
can leave people feeling isolated,
and Olive Branch creates commu-
nity where healing can begin,” she
said. “This ministry reminds us
that no one has to walk through
these chapters alone.”

Donna L. Niggemyer, M.Ed.,
LPC, of Christian Counseling
Associates, will be presenting
“How did we get here? Co-Depen-
dency, Addiction, Infidelity, Fi-
nance.”

CatholicInternational,

100%
Online

Catholic
International
partners with our
diocese to offer
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and those involved
in parish ministry.

Use the access code:

CDU20DIOCESEWC

when setting up your account to receive your free tuition!

Start Today!

https://catholiciu.edu/continuingeducation/
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Niggemyer was drawn to
participation in the Olive Branch
Ministry because it is grounded in
faith.

“I am honored to participate in
a ministry with the vision and pur-
pose of advancing God’s kingdom
through helping people achieve
personal and spiritual growth, find
hope and healing, during the diffi-
cult time of separation and di-
vorce,” she said. “A faith-based ap-
proach enhances divorce recovery
by providing a unique framework
for healing that addresses emo-
tional and spiritual distress. By in-
corporating prayer, forgiveness,
community, information and re-
sources it helps individuals find
hope, direction and new purpose
after separation or divorce, where
you need not ‘go through this jour-
ney alone and where peace and
new life are promised to those who
remain faithful.””

Niggemyer is a member of the
Steering Committee for Concepts
of Truth, Christian Counseling As-
sociation Foundation, American
Association of Christian Coun-
selors, West Virginia Counseling
Association, and West Virginia Li-
censed Professional Counselors As-
sociation. She has offices at the
Center Wheeling Fellowship
Church and the Moundsville

October 11th
8:30 am -3:30 pm
St. Michael Angelus Center

1225 National Road
Wheeling, WV

OLIVE <5
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Church of the Nazarene.

Catholics can expect answers to
the questions: “What can I still do
in the Church? Am I still wel-
come?” through a presentation by
Very Rev. Carlos Melocoton, V.E,
pastor of St. Michael’s.

There will also be resources on
annulments, contact information
for the diocesan Tribunal, and how
to start the process of an annul-
ment in the diocese.

Barton hopes the Olive Branch
Ministry will help address these
questions and the misinformation
divorced or separated Catholics are
taced with. This, she said, keeps
them from their faith.

“It makes them feel not wanted
in the church and therefore their
children don’t go to the church,”
she said. “In this one subject of di-
vorce, we are losing two genera-
tions.”

This ministry aims to change
that.

Those who want to go to confes-
sion will be able to after the retreat
at 3:30 p.m. Mass will be celebrated
at 4:30 p.m. for those who want to
attend.

For more information, contact
A.J. Emery in the Office of Social
Ministry by calling (304) 233-
0880, ext. 326, or by e-mail to
aemery@dwc.org
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Helping individuals separated or divorced
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Hope and Help

for Moms in
the Mountain
State

By Kayla Kessinger and Kathy Bar-
ton

Three years ago this month, we cele-
brated a shining moment in West Virginia’s
legacy: the passage of the Unborn Child
Protection Act.

As the second state to enact pro-life pro-
tections after the Supreme Court’s 2022 rul-
ing in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health,
we’'re grateful to our state legislature for
paving the way to make West Virginia one
of the best places for mothers and families
to raise their children.

In the three years since our lifesaving
law went into effect, we’ve doubled down
on our commitment to be here for our lit-
tlest Mountaineers — and their mothers.

Abortion has never and will never help
a woman escape an abusive relationship.
Abortion has never and will never help a
woman who is behind on rent and fears she
won’t have a safe shelter for herself and her
baby.

Nearly 70% of women with a history of
abortion describe their abortions as incon-
sistent with their own values and prefer-
ences, with one in four describing their
abortions as unwanted or coerced. Despite
the abortion industry’s claims that abor-
tion gives women a choice, the majority of
women feel like they never had one. Pres-
sured by an abusive partner, shipped dan-
gerous abortion drugs in the mail, left to
take the abortion drug in her home, iso-
lated and alone without follow up care -
this is the reality of the so-called “choice”
the abortion industry claims to offer.

Women deserve better. And that’s why
we’re here — we meet her wherever she is
and offer her real options, real hope, and
real support.

Each day, we see countless life-affirming
providers, passionate individuals, and local
leaders step up to serve. These individuals
support vulnerable moms with the hope
and help they deserve — so they don’t have
to resort to abortion. And each day, we are
encouraged by stories of hope. Stories
about women choosing life, mothers being
reunited with their children, and families
receiving the support they desperately
need.

In these last three years, West
Virginians have hosted baby showers

See “Moms” on Page 8

Walking with Moms in Need is a nationwide, parish-based
initiative to increase support for pregnant and parenting
mothers in need. It works to ensure that any woman who

Abortion is Never Medically

Necessary, ‘Even in an Emergency,’

Doctors and Experts Say

By Katie Yoder, OSV News

(OSV News) — Abortion — an act performed
with the sole or primary intent of ending human
life in the womb — is never medically necessary,
according to medical doctors and Catholic ex-
perts on the issue.

“The direct killing of an unborn child is never
necessary, even in an emergency,” Dr. Kathleen
Raviele, a retired, board-certified OB-GYN and
past president of the Catholic Medical Associa-
tion, said of abortion.

Instead, these experts said, doctors must en-
deavor to care for the two patients involved in
every pregnancy: the woman and her unborn
baby.

“When the lives of mother and child are both
in danger, the goal should always be to do all we
can to save both patients,” said Bishop Daniel E.
Thomas of Toledo, Ohio, chair of the U.S. Con-
terence of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-
Life Activities.

These experts spoke about so-called emer-
gency abortions in emailed comments to OSV
News. Life-affirming alternatives to abortion ex-
ist in situations where a mother or her unborn
baby faces a life-threatening condition, they
said. Some procedures, they added, are also mis-
takenly called “abortion.”

Most of all, they wanted women facing preg-
nancy complications to know they are not alone.

Their comments followed the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ deci-
sion earlier this year to revoke guidance that in-
structed hospitals to perform abortions in emer-
gency situations regardless of state law under the
federal Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor
Act, or EMTALA.

The term “emergency abortion,” Joseph Mea-
ney, past president and senior fellow of the Na-
tional Catholic Bioethics Center, or NCBC, said,
is “often used by abortion supporters to describe
situations where a pregnant mother’s life is at
risk and they believe a direct abortion is indi-
cated as a means to prevent the mother’s death.”

He and the other experts began their discus-
sion by defining abortion itself.

The definition of “abortion” includes the
purpose or intent to end human life, experts
agreed.

An induced abortion is “a medical interven-
tion to end a pregnancy such that it does not end
in a live birth,” Dr. Christina Francis, a board-
certified OB-GYN and CEO of the American As-
sociation of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists, or AAPLOG, cited the definition provided
by the American College of Obstetrics and Gyne-

finds herself unexpectedly pregnant, or parenting in diffi-

cult circumstances, can turn to her local Catholic Church
and be connected with the resources she needs. Vol-
unteers walk with moms throughout the motherhood jour-
ney, offering them authentic Christian friendship and

ongoing support.

cology, known as ACOG.

“Note the phrasing ‘such that it does not end
in a live birth,’” she said, “which reveals that the
purpose of induced abortion is to end the life of
the child in the uterus.”

Raviele agreed, saying, “Every procedure or
medication whose intention is to directly kill a
human life from fertilization until birth, is a di-
rect abortion.”

Meaney cited the U.S. bishops’ Ethical and
Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services, which identify abortion as “the directly
intended termination of pregnancy before vi-
ability (or before a baby can survive outside the
womb) or the directly intended destruction of a
viable fetus (who can survive outside the
womb).”

With this definition in mind, these experts
said that abortion is never necessary.

“It is never medically necessary to purposely
end the life of a preborn child in order to save her
mother,” Francis said, adding that “under cer-
tain circumstances where a pregnancy complica-
tion threatens a mother’s life, a physician must
separate mom from baby, sometimes when the
baby is too young to survive outside the womb.”

This separation of a mother and her baby is
not an abortion, she said.

“AAPLOG recommends referring to these in-
terventions as ‘maternal-fetal separations’ given
the clear difference of intent between those life-
saving treatments and induced abortion,” she
said.

According to the Guttmacher Institute, a re-
productive research organization that supports
abortion, only 7% of women cited their physical
health or possible problems affecting the health
of their unborn baby as their “most important
reason” for an abortion in 2004.

More recently, a 2022 analysis from Charlotte
Lozier Institute, the research arm of pro-life ad-
vocacy group SBA Pro-Life America, found that
over 95% of abortions are for “elective and un-
specified reasons” rather than “risk to the
woman'’s life or a major bodily function”
(0.03%) or “abnormality in the unborn baby”
(1.2%).

Raviele and Meaney recognized situations
can exist where a pregnant woman may receive
life-saving treatment for herself even if it threat-
ens or indirectly leads to her baby’s death. The
intent, here, is to save her life, not end her baby’s
life. Both cited the bishops’ directives: “Opera-
tions, treatments, and medications that have as
their direct purpose the cure of a proportionately
serious pathological condition of a pregnant

See “Experts” on Page 8

To start this ministry in your parish, contact:
Kathleen Barton, Director of Social Ministry for the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
(304) 3233-0880, Ext. 289; kbarton@dwc.org
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Moms ...

Cont’d from Page 7

for struggling mothers. Pregnancy
centers and maternity homes, ded-
icated to serving moms and babies,
met critical needs for emotional
and material support and provided
housing and transportation assis-
tance. In the New River Gorge re-
gion, a community member with a
heart for moms and babies has
opened a brand-new pregnancy
center. Local businesses donated
new flooring and over 15 volun-
teers helped to paint the center’s
rooms and prepare it to be a beau-
tiful and welcoming place of refuge
for vulnerable moms facing unex-
pected pregnancies.

Walking With Moms in Need, a
nationwide, parish-based initiative

to increase support for vulnerable
pregnant and parenting mothers,
has been here for her. This ministry
ensures that any woman who finds
herself unexpectedly pregnant or
parenting in difficult circum-
stances can turn to her local Cath-
olic Church and connect with the
resources she needs. Volunteers are
here to walk with moms through-
out their journey of motherhood,
offering tangible, ongoing support
and authentic friendship.

The nearly 6,000 life-affirming
providers and resources on Her
PLAN’s Directory — with over 260 of
them right here in West Virginia -
have been here for her by provid-
ing quality, life-affirming support
across seven categories of care, in-
cluding mental health support,
childcare, food and nutrition assis-

tance, job training, medical care,
and so much more.

We've always been here for her,
and we're not going anywhere.

As long as vulnerable mothers
and their children need us, we will
be here. It’s who we are as Moun-
taineers: we’re compassionate,
we're resilient, and we’ll never stop
standing in the gap to give our lit-
tlest Mountaineers a chance at life
and to empower their mothers
with the support they need to
achieve their dreams.

So, as we celebrate three years of
West Virginia's lifesaving law, we
also look to the days and years
ahead with hope as we renew our
commitment to moms and babies:
we’ll always be here for you, no
matter what.

(Born and raised in West Vir-

ginia, Kayla Kessinger is State Pro-
gram Director for Her PLAN, an ini-
tiative of SBA Pro-Life America
Education Fund to connect and
grow communities of support for
moms and their babies. She pre-
viously served as a Member of the
West Virginia House of Delegates
from 2015-2022.

A West Virginia native, Kathy
Barton is the Director for Social
Ministry for Walking With Moms
in Need in the Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston. She is passionate
about encouraging parishes to en-
gage with the Walking With Moms
in Need ministry, an initiative of
the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Currently, Kathy
also chairs the board of directors
for the West Virginia Mothers and
Babies Support Program.)

Experts ...

Cont’d from Page 7
woman are permitted when
they cannot be safely post-
poned until the child is vi-
able (or can survive outside
the womb), even if they will
result in the death of the
unborn child.”

Raviele gave an example.

A woman “who is 12
weeks pregnant and dia-
gnosed with ovarian cancer,
could undergo a complete
hysterectomy with the baby
in utero, even though there
is no chance the child will
survive,” she said. “The sur-
gery is to treat her cancer,
not to kill the baby.”

Meaney cited the princi-
ple of double effect attrib-
uted to St. Thomas Aquinas,
which “involves evaluating
certain good actions in-
tended for a good purpose
that can also have foreseen
but unintended bad ef-
fects,” as he describes in an
NCBC essay.

“What the church is say-
ing is that the principle of
double effect can justify
treatments to save the life of
the mother if everything is
done to also save the child
and there is no other option
available,” Meaney said of

the directives. “What is
never ethically acceptable is
to directly kill or abort the
preborn child as a ‘treat-
ment’ for the mother.”

Francis echoed Meaney
and Raviele while respond-
ing to claims that women
need abortion for complica-
tions such as miscarriages
or ectopic pregnancies, a
life-threatening situation
where an embryo implants
outside the womb.

“In the case of miscar-
riage management, the pre-
born child has already
passed away, and the pur-
pose of the physician’s in-
terventions is to help the
mother’s body safely pass
the baby’s body and preg-
nancy tissue,” she said. “In
the case of ectopic preg-
nancy treatment, early de-
livery for preeclampsia, and
other similar interventions,
the purpose is to save the
mother’s life, not to end the
baby’s (life).”

She added: “By contrast,
in the case of induced abor-
tion, if the baby survives,
the procedure is considered
to have failed.”

Bishop Thomas also
addressed “certain rare
and life-threatening con-
ditions” that “may require

medical interventions that
unintentionally and indi-
rectly lead to the death
of the preborn child,” in-
cluding ectopic preg-
nancies.

“(E)thical treatment for
an ectopic pregnancy is not
considered an abortion,” he
said. “These interventions
may include the removal of
the damaged fallopian tube
containing the embryo or, if
the death of the embryo has
already occurred, medicat-
ion may be used to resolve
the ectopic pregnancy.”

Addressing church
teaching, Bishop Thomas
said that abortion is “never
the right moral decision”
and that “(w)e must make a
clear moral and legal dis-
tinction between tragically
losing a child and inten-
tionally taking the life of a
child.”

The Catechism of the
Catholic Church, which
summarizes church teach-
ing, recognizes the inherent
dignity of the human per-
son beginning at concep-
tion and condemns any
“crime against human life,”
such as abortion.

“Since the first century
the Church has affirmed the
moral evil of every procured

abortion,” it reads. “Direct
abortion, that is to say,
abortion willed either as an
end or a means, is gravely
contrary to the moral law.”

At the NCBC, Meaney re-
peated that direct abortion
is never allowed.

“Both the preborn child
and mother are human be-
ings with rights. Both their
lives are precious and have
equal dignity,” he said.
“One can never inten-
tionally Kkill one person to
save another.”

These experts shared
their guidance for pregnant
women who are feeling
overwhelmed or scared by
their situation.

Francis wanted them to
know that no state law pre-
vents excellent obstetric
care and that they have ac-
cess to additional support
through pregnancy centers
and other programs.

Raviele added that, if a
woman has been told to
abort her baby, she should
seek a second opinion. She
recommended women turn
to the Catholic Medical As-
sociation, which provides a
search tool for Catholic
physicians, or AAPLOG,
which hosts an online di-
rectory of pro-life OB-GYNS

and other pro-life medical
professionals.

Bishop Thomas ad-
dressed how the church,
including everyday Cath-
olics, can accompany preg-
nant women facing life-
threatening situations.

“First, to accompany
with love and pastoral care
pregnant women who find
themselves in these fright-
ening situations,” he said.

He called on pastors and
pro-life family and friends
to be aware of the nuances
to better help women.

“(M)any women facing
life-threatening maternal
health conditions may be
offered abortion as their
only option and may be un-
aware of moral and ethical
alternatives to abortion,”
he said. “It is good to be in-
formed about and to advo-
cate for these ethical treat-
ments.”

(Katie  Yoder writes
for OSV News from Mary-
land.)
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Mary’s Refuge Opens Doors to a Brighter
Future for Mother of Three

By Meg H. Partington

MARTINSBURG—Eight months pregnant
and already the mother of two children younger
than 3, Caitlin was living in a homeless shelter
that would not let her stay after she delivered
her baby. All the maternity homes she called in
her native Virginia were unable to house the
young family.

Doors were closing everywhere she turned
until a woman living at the shelter told her
about Mary’s Refuge, a maternity home in a
former Martinsburg convent. Executive Direc-
tor Allison Ferrell responded promptly to Cait-
lin’s pleading email, providing an opening to a
better life for the recovering addict and abuse
victim.

“I could hear the desperation in her voice,
and she had told me how many people she
called and already reached out to, with every-
one turning her away for one reason or
another,” Ferrell recalled.

All nine of the refuge’s rooms were full, but
Ferrell and the program manager at the time de-
cided to convert a first-floor computer room
into a 10th bedroom so they could welcome
Caitlin and her kids. Ferrell’s husband built
bunk beds for the two older children to help
maximize the space.

On July 28, 2024 — just five days after her C-
section — Caitlin and her three children moved
into Mary’s Refuge. Her daughter, Laci, is now 3;
Ryan Jr. is 2; and Kane is a year old.

“I was scared and felt alone, but my faith in
God gave me strength,” said Caitlin, 29.
“Through Ayla (Gressler, a licensed therapist
and former case manager), Allison and my par-
ents’ support, I began to rebuild.”

While recovering from her surgery, she
moved everything from Orange County, Va., to
the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia.

“I just felt like God wanted me here,” Caitlin
said. “He wanted me out (of Virginia).”

The last decade in Virginia was tough. Caitlin
met her partner — the father of her children —
in 2016, while they were in counseling to try to
overcome drug addiction.

“The first two years were horrific,” Caitlin
said of her relationship. “We were both pretty
toxic.”

Caitlin said she never sought help for her
postpartum depression and carried in her heart
plenty of guilt, shame and pain while cradling
her children because she didn’t feel like she was
a good mother. When she was pregnant with
Kane, her partner was on the run — not for the
first time — from law enforcement over drug
charges and his family evicted Caitlin and the
children from the apartment in which they were
living. She did not have access to a car.

“Being completely dependent on his family
was hard to overcome,” she said.

That’s what led Caitlin, at that point eight
months pregnant, to a 90-day family homeless
shelter in Virginia, where she encountered the
fellow mother who told her about Mary’s Ref-
uge, a 501(c)(3) ministry of St. Joseph Parish and
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

“You never know who's going to give you a
solution,” she said.

With help from Gressler, she applied for
Medicaid and food stamps. In December 2024,
she received a Recovery Coach Academy certif-
icate so she can help others detoxity their lives.

T At ™
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Photo courtesy of Hallie Michelle Photography
Caitlin and her children found a safe place and a
new beginning at Mary’s Refuge, a maternity home
in Martinsburg. From left are Ryan Jr., Kane, and
Laci.

In April 2025, she completed the five-month
medical billing and coding certification pro-
gram at Blue Ridge Community and Technical
College and in early September, she started a 40-
hour externship at a Martinsburg medical of-
fice.

The refuge staff placed Caitlin in a vehicle
donation program, and helped her transfer her
driver’s license to West Virginia and create a
plan to pay off her debts.

Laci and Ryan go to a preschool/day care
center five days a week and Caitlin works in the
day care center at Mary’s Refuge, the first job
she’s had since she became a mother. Prior to
that, she had supervisory roles at gas stations
and a Family Dollar store.

“They have provided for my family when I
couldn’t, offering clothing, diapers, wipes, hy-
giene and cleaning supplies,” Caitlin said.
“They’ve also invested in my healing. Through
weekly therapy and neurofeedback, I've been

(&
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able to address deep struggles, and soon, my
oldest will also begin therapy.”

Caitlin said she is focusing on being a better
parent, using her own mother and father as role
models and gaining insight from the other
women living at Mary’s Refuge. The pro-life
home is at capacity right now with 10 mothers
and 11 children; a set of twins is due to one of
the women at the end of November, according
to Ferrell.

“I've learned more being around other
moms,” Caitlin said. “I had great parents and I
still do,” she said, adding that maintaining rou-
tines and a tidy living space are among the ways
she tries to emulate them.

Having three children who depend on her for
everything gave Caitlin incentive to move
through the doors that opened for her and to-
ward a brighter future.

“Motherhood has transformed me com-
pletely,” she said. “Choosing to keep my babies
required great sacrifice, including leaving my
home state to start over. But it was the
best decision I have ever made because it led
me to Mary’s Refuge. And they have truly
lived up to their name. They became a safe
place when I had none, a refuge that pushed me
to grow into a stronger mother and a better per-
son.

“For vyears, I struggled with addiction.
Becoming a mother gave me the strength
to choose a different path, one that I pray
God is proud of. I have never once regretted
my decision to keep my children. Every day is a
lesson, and even my oldest has already taught
me so much about patience, resilience and
love.”

Ferrell said finding space for Caitlin’s young
family has been a gift to the refuge, too.

“We made it work, and Catlin and her three
children have been a blessing to Mary’s Refuge,”
Ferrell said. “She is a hardworking, dedicated
mother, and she is taking every opportunity
that Mary’s Refuge has to offer.”

To women who are in precarious situations,
Caitlin shared this advice: “Use your voice and
speak up. You have to use your resources. You
can’t give up.”

A gala fundraiser for Mary’s Refuge is taking
place Thursday, Nov. 6, at the Hilton Garden
Inn Martinsburg at 65 Priority Drive. Doors
open at 5 p.m. and the event begins at 6 p.m. for
the annual event, to which attendees are invited
to wear cocktail attire; black-tie outfits are op-
tional.

For more information about Mary’s Refuge or
to purchase tickets to the gala, call (304) 350-
1632; email life@marysrefuge.com; or go to
marysrefuge.com.

MARY'S

REFUGE‘

TR E e

| DOORS OPEN AT 5PM
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‘America Prays’ Initiative Launches to Prepare

for Nation’s 250th Anniversary

By Tyler Arnold, Catholic News
Agency

President Donald Trump launched
an initiative that urges Americans to
pray for the country and its citizens in
preparation for the 250th anniversary
of the Declaration of Independence on
July 4, 2026.

The initiative, called “America
Prays,” urges Americans to dedicate
one hour of prayer every week for the
United States and its people. The
White House is encouraging the faith-
ful to create prayer groups of 10 or
more people to pray together for the
nation.

“America’s always been a nation
that believes in the power of prayer
and we will never apologize for our
faith,” Trump said during a speech an-
nouncing the initiative at the second
hearing of the Religious Liberty Com-
mission, which took place at the Mu-
seum of the Bible in Washington, D.C.,
on Sept. 8.

“We will never surrender our God-
given rights; we will defend our lib-

erties, our values, our sovereignty, and
we will defend our freedom,” said
Trump, who is a Protestant Christian.
“And with the help of amazing faith
communities across theland ... we will
truly make this the golden age of
America.”

The White House suggested that
prayer groups organize their meetings
by different subjects, such as prayer for
government leaders, cultural renewal,
protection of freedom, and families. It
also encouraged every member to
commit to praying daily for a specific
issue or person.

In addition to forming groups, the
White House encouraged people to
join online prayer communities, such
as Hallow and Pray.com, both of which
are participating in the initiative.

To date, more than 70 organiza-
tions and well-known personalities are
participating in the initiative. This in-
cludes Catholic groups, such as Cath-
olics for Catholics and CatholicVote,
and Protestant groups, such as the
Southern Baptist Convention and

WallBuilders.

On the “America Prays” website,
the White House has posted a 22-page
document titled “Prayers and Procla-
mation Throughout American His-
tory” that contains historic prayers,
sermons, and presidential proclama-
tions. This includes the prayer for
George Washington’s army, Benjamin
Franklin’s prayer at the Constitutional
Convention, and Franklin D. Roose-
velt’s D-Day prayer from the day the
United States formally started fighting
in World War II.

During the speech, Trump invited
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Secretary Scott Turner to the
stage to speak about the initiative.
Turner is also a Baptist pastor.

“What if 1 million people pray for
our country every single week between
now and next July Fourth?” Turner
asked. “More specifically, what if be-
lievers all across this great nation got
together with 10 people — friends,
tamily members, colleagues, work as-
sociates — 10 people each week to pray

for our country and for our fellow cit-
izens?”

“Think about the miracles that
would take place over the next year,”
he said. “Think about the transforma-
tion that you and I could witness in
communities all across the land.”

Turner urged Americans “to pray
with unwavering faith for the renewal
of our nation and our fellow citizens.”

The HUD secretary also said a
prayer to “rededicate America to ‘one
nation under God’” during his speech,
referencing the Pledge of Allegiance.

“As we call our nation to pray, Lord
God, as we rededicate our nation to
‘one nation under God,’ Father, we
pray for your forgiveness, we pray,
Lord Jesus, thatyouwould give us great
favor and understanding, Father God,
as we bow our knee before you, as we
humble ourselves before you,” Turner
prayed.

Turner also prayed for “healing and
revitalization” and “new life” to come
to the country.

Department of Education to Issue Guidance on Protecting

Prayer in Public Schools, Trump Says

By Kate Scanlon, OSV
News

WASHINGTON (OSV
News) — The Department of
Education will issue new guid-
ance “protecting the right to
prayer” in public schools,
President Donald Trump said
Sept. 8 during remarks at the
Museum of the Bible for the
Department of Justice’s Reli-
gious Liberty Commission.

The Trump administration
previously reduced the work-
force at the Department of
Education and stated its in-
tent to scale the department
back.

In a statement shared with
OSV News, Savannah New-
house, press secretary for the
Department of Education,
said, “Free exercise of religion
is a founding principle and a
constitutionally  protected
right afforded to all citizens of
our great nation. The Depart-
ment of Education looks for-
ward to supporting President
Trump’s vision to promote re-
ligious liberty in our schools
across the country.”

Neither Trump nor the De-
partment of Education of-
fered details about what that
guidance may include.

Trump in May signed an
executive order creating a reli-
gious liberty commission,

which includes Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan of New
York and Bishop Robert E. Bar-
ron of Winona-Rochester,
Minnesota. The commis-
sioners gathered at the Mu-
seum of the Bible in Washing-
ton to examine what recom-
mendations they should
make to the president about
promoting and protecting re-
ligious freedom in a report
next spring. Their second
hearing focused on religious
freedom in public schools.

Trump also expressed con-
dolences for the victims of the
deadly Aug. 27 mass shooting
at Annunciation Catholic
Church in Minneapolis dur-
ing a liturgy marking the start
of the school year.

“Two weeks ago in Minne-
apolis, a demonic Kkiller shot
21 people and murdered two
precious children at a Catho-
lic school,” Trump said. “Can
you believe that? Hard to be-
lieve.”

Trump said there have
been “too many” school
shootings, and “our hearts are
shattered for the families of
those beautiful children.”

“And I've made clear, At-
torney General Pam Bondi is
working really hard, we must
get answers about the causes
of these repeated attacks, and

we're working very, very hard
on them,” he said.

Some of the Trump admin-
istration’s policy positions
have been criticized by faith
leaders, perhaps most notably
on immigration. In January,
Archbishop Timothy P. Bro-
glio of the U.S. Archdiocese
for the Military Services, who
ispresident of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, said
in a statement that executive
orders signed by Trump upon
returning to office on issues
including migration, the en-
vironment and the death pen-
alty were “deeply troubling,”
but praised other actions such
as one on gender policy.

Trump touted his adminis-
tration’s actions on gender at
the hearing, criticizing a posi-
tion he called “transgender
for everybody.”

“On Day One of my ad-
ministration, I signed an ex-
ecutive order to slash federal
tunding for any school that
pushes transgender insanity,”
Trump said.

The same day as the com-
mission hearing, Trump
wrote, “Happy Birthday Mary,
Queen of Peace!” on his web-
site Truth Social, in a reference
to the Nativity of Mary. The
Sept. 8 feast is celebrated as
Mary’s “birthday” and is a sig-

nificant Marian feast in the
Catholic Church, although
Trump is not Catholic.

In opening remarks, Car-
dinal Dolan said while he was
in Rome for the conclave that
led to the election of Pope Leo
X1V, his fellow cardinals from
other countries where reli-
gious freedom is under threat
expressed their concern

“My brother cardinals
from all over the world,” Car-
dinal Dolan said, “came up to
me, and [ presume other of
the other American cardinals,
to thank us for our strong de-
tense of religious liberty.”

“I was fascinated by that,
and asked them why, and
they said, ‘Well, because you
in the United States serve as a
beacon for the rest of us,”” he

said.

“Doesn’t this give us an
added sense of responsibil-
ity?” he continued. “We're
not doing thisin a self-serving
way ... (but in a) benevolent
way to help others, because
they look to us for the protec-
tion of religious liberty.”

Witnesses at the hearing
included Lana Roman, amom
and petitioner in the Supreme
Court case Mahmoud v. Tay-
lor, where the high courtruled
in favor of an interfaith group
of Maryland parents who
sought to opt their children
out of classroom instruction
pertaining to books contain-
ing LGBTQ+ themes to which
they object on religious
grounds.

See “Prayer” on Page 11
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‘We Need to Pray
a Lot, Pope Says
after Israeli

Attack in Qatar

By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The “whole situation” in
the Middle East “is very serious,” Pope Leo XIV told re-
porters after Israel launched an attack on Hamas leaders
in Qatar.

“In these moments, there is very serious news of an
Israeli attack against some Hamas leaders, but in Qatar,”
the pope said Sept. 9. Qatar, in the Persian Gulf, has
been trying to mediate an end to the war between Israel
and Hamas. The country’s capital is Doha.

“The whole situation is very serious,” the pope told
the reporters who were waiting for him as he left Castel
Gandolfo to return to the Vatican.

Danny Danon, the Israeli ambassador to the United
Nations, posted on X: “The precise strike in Doha tar-
geted senior Hamas leaders who planned the October 7
massacre and celebrated while our citizens were ab-
ducted. I commend our security forces for this coura-
geous and precise operation. There is no hiding place
for terrorists, and we will continue to pursue them ev-
erywhere.”

But Anténio Guterres, U.N. secretary-general, told a
news conference in New York, “We are just learning
about the Israeli attacks in Qatar, a country that has
been playing a very positive role to achieve a ceasefire
and the release of all hostages.”

“I condemn this fragrant violation of the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of Qatar,” Guterres said.

Pope Leo also told reporters gathered outside the
Villa Barberini in Castel Gandolfo that he had just tried
to phone Holy Family Parish in Gaza City, the only Lat-
in-rite Catholic Church in Gaza.

“I just tried to call the pastor, but I have no news,”
the pope said. Israeli planes dropped leaflets on Gaza
City in the morning, warning of a new attack on the
city and encouraging civilians to evacuate.

Priests at both the compounds of the Greek Ortho-
dox St. Porphyrius Church and Holy Family Church
previously refused to evacuate since they were provid-
ing refuge for hundreds of civilians, including the eld-
erly and children, who have nowhere else to go.

Both church compounds have been damaged by Is-
raeli forces — St. Porphyrius in October 2023, and Holy
Family in December 2023 and in July of this year. Is-
rael’s military said the strikes were unintentional.

“We need to pray a lot,” Pope Leo said.

OSV News photo/Gregory A. Shemitz
A man photographs a 9/11 memorial on the side of the firehouse of F.D.N.Y. Engine Co. 10 and
Ladder Co. 10 in New York City Sept. 8, 2025. Six firefighters from the fire station were killed
while responding to the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks on the World Trade Center. The 24th an-
niversary of the attacks is observed this year.

CEO 0f9/11-Related Foundation

Reflects on Service to First
Responders, Vets, Families

By OSV News (This story was origi-
nally published in 2024)

NEW YORK (OSV News) — The pas-
sage of 23 years has only strengthened Frank
Siller’s resolve that first responders to the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and the sol-
diers lost in the war that followed will never
be forgotten.

Siller is founder, chairman and CEO of
the Tunnel to Towers Foundation, estab-
lished by his family to honor the sacrifice of
their youngest sibling, Stephen. A firefighter
with the Fire Department of the City of New
York, Stephen Siller died while trying to
save lives at the World Trade Center. He was
off-duty that day, but ran through the
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel to lower Manhat-
tan with his 60 pounds of FDNY turn-out
gear.

Two of four planes hijacked by terrorists
on the morning of Sept. 11 destroyed the
twin towers. The third smashed into the

Pentagon in Washington and the fourth
went down in a field near Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, after passengers on the Washing-
ton-bound plane thwarted the hijackers.
Nearly 3,000 people were killed in the at-
tacks; more than 6,000 were injured, and
thousands more suffered long-term, some-
times-fatal health consequences.

The foundation is a reflection of the Siller
siblings’ Catholic faith and the example of
their late parents, George and Mae, who
were secular Franciscans. Siller said his par-
ents demonstrated and taught Franciscan
values of “service, sacrifice and doing good.”

Tunnel to Towers helps injured first re-
sponders and veterans; helps spouses and
children of firefighters and police officers
killed in the line of duty, or as a result of
9/11-related illnesses; and has an increasing
focus on helping homeless veterans.

Learn more about the organization on its
website at t2t.org.

Prayer ...

Cont’d from Page 10

Roman said, “As Chris-
tians, we teach our son that
every person is loved by God
and should be treated with
dignity and respect.”

“We also teach him that
sex is a gift from God and a
natural, unchanging part of
who we are. Many of these
books introduced sexual con-
cepts to children at an inap-
propriately  young  age
putting children in the unten-
able position of having to

question who to trust: their
teachers, or their parents,” she
said.

Sameerah Munshi, a
member of the commission’s
advisory board and a Muslim
community advocate in
Mahmoud case, acknowl-
edged a diversity of views in
her faith tradition, but urged
the commission to make clear
recommendations to protect
religious minorities.

“Opt-out protections must
be made clear, accessible and
enforceable,” she said. “Of-
tentimes, these policies are in

place on paper, but can be dif-
ficult to actualize.”

Munshi further argued
that “laws on religious liberty
must be implemented with
transparency and consis-
tency.”

“Public institutions need
guidance and accountability
to ensure that they’re not si-
lencing only a particular view-
point or voices on one par-
ticular issue,” she said.

Ryan Anderson, president
of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington and
one of the commissioners,

argued in response to wit-
nesses’ testimony that “it
seems that there’s a certain
type of public school adminis-
trator who thinks that func-
tional, practical atheism is
neutrality.”

“The founders’ vision was
that Jewish students could be
authentically Jewish, Muslim
students could be authenti-
cally Muslim, Protestant stu-
dents could be authentically
Protestant, Catholics to be au-
thentically Catholic, it would
be pluralistic,” he said, add-
ing, “I think that’s a huge

problem here is that we've al-
lowed ourselves to think that
secularism is somehow neu-
tral and it’s not.”

The commission’s next
hearing is scheduled for Sept.
29. It will examine “religious
liberty issues in education
from the perspectives of
teachers and coaches, as well
as religious liberty issues in
school funding and educa-
tional choice,” the Depart-
ment of Justice said.

(Kate Scanlon is a national
reporter for OSV News cover-
ing Washington.)
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Grace upon Grace over 105 Years

By Joyce Bibey, courtesy
of #FaithInWV

he parishioners of St.

Peter Catholic Church

in Farmington were
able to celebrate a life that
spanned over 105 years —
a life that experienced tre-
mendous changes in our
nation and West Virginia
history and significant life
lessons she shared with her

family, friends, and ac-
quaintances met along the
way.

Her name may not be in
a history book or ever make
headlines outside of her
small town in West Vir-
ginia, but Alice Rock Pri-
ester is a life of grace worth
honoring.

Alice  Rock  Priester
passed away at the age of
105 years, on June 25, 2025.

She was buried on June
28, the eve of the Feast of St.
Peter, the patron of her par-
ish, the rock of the Catholic
Church, and her steadfast
faith.

In John 1:16 we read,
“From his fullness we have
all received, grace upon
grace.”

Alice lived her life as in-
exhaustible as God’s graces,
and He energized her soul.
She was more than the
“sweet old lady” older than
the Farmington church it-
self, which began in 1921.
She had a storied life that
deserves to be honored and
appreciated.

Alice Rock Priester was
born on Almond Street in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
on February 2, 1920. She
was the second child of An-
drew and Mary Rock. The
family moved to four states
before West Virginia where
her father found work in
the coal mine in 1924. Her
mother was a loving house-
wife who tended to 5 chil-
dren and taught them many
skills to last lifelong. Cook-
ing, housekeeping, plant-
ing, and pickling, as well as

respect for all living things.
They also tended two cows
(Daisy and Pansy), numer-
ous chickens, ducks, and
the watchdogs of the prop-
erty — geese.

Growing up Alice had
numerous pets which fos-
tered her lifelong love of
dogs. Alice attended Farm-
ington High School, and al-
though she didn’t graduate,
she obtained a GED and lat-
er attended Fairmont State
University.

Alice noted that she did
not graduate high school
because she accepted a job
with the co-owners of Hart-
ley’s Department Store, J.H.
“Jack” and Elizabeth
Rownd, as a domestic
(nanny and maid) at their
home “Summerfield” on
the crown of Hillcrest in
Fairmont.

She became an exten-
sion of their family, accom-
panying them on trips ac-
ross the southwest, New
York City, Chicago, Cleve-
land, and Washington, D.C.

During this time, Ar-
thurdale was being devel-
oped by First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt as a homestead
project during the Great De-
pression. It was a way to
create communities to relo-
cate families from strug-
gling industrial areas to a
rural, self-sustaining com-
munity. It was the first of
about 100 homestead com-
munities the federal gov-
ernment planned and built.

Alice traveled to Arthur-
dale several times with the
Rownd family and was priv-
ileged to speak with the wife
of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt on a couple of oc-
casions. Arthurdale, which
is in Preston County, is rec-
ognized today as a national
Historic District.

While with the Rownds,
she also had the privilege
and experience working
with Charles White, a re-
spected employee of the
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5095 National Road. Triadelphia. WV
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www.flooringamericawestvirginia.com
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Rownds, who had also been
a former slave from South
Carolina. She learned from
White, who proudly shared
his Gullah Geechee heritage
and his Gullah language,
traditions, and stories.

Alice Rock stayed with
the Rownds for 10 years,
who guided her purchase of
a brand new 1949 Cream
Buick Roadmaster convert-
ible, which she said made
few in Farmington jealous.
She was 29.

Alice had known Paul
Daniel “P.D.” Priester all her
life. Soon after her settling
into her new life independ-
ent of the Rownds, Priester
started courting her. They
married a year later on June
14, 1950, at St. Peter’s Cath-
olic Church in their home-
town of Farmington.

Alice and P.D. Priester
“setup housekeeping in the
#9 community” (now Ra-
chel between Farmington
and Mannigton) Alice was
greatly involved in the push
to obtain “city” water to the
area. She worked 40 hours a
week job at the Farmington
company store. The couple
had a son, Fred Rock  Pri-
ester.

Not only did she con-
tinue working, and raising
her son, but Alice also
changed her career and be-
came employed by Fair-
mont State University in
the cafeteria, working for
Frank Pulice.

She loved working there,
and she especially loved the
students and football
players, who became life-
long friends and admirers.

Alice was proud to be a
lifelong member of St.
Peters Catholic Church in

Bless her soul

the beloved
St. Peter, Farmington, Parishioner

7920-2025

May her life continue to inspire.

Farmington.

She served on numerous
committees over the dec-
ades. Her character, faith,
and work ethic earned her
great respect, which was ev-
ident in 2020 when more
than 300 people attended
her 100th birthday Mass
and social.

Alice also was on the first
committee to raise funds to
build the new Farmington
Community Building and
was very proud of the re-
sults.

Alice is survived by her
son Fred Rock Priester
of Farmington; Stepson
Richard Daniel Priester, and
nephew Richard (Maria)
Priester, all of Norfolk, Va.

She was preceded in
death by her husband Paul
Daniel Priester, sisters Anna
Rock of the #9 community,
Mary Rock Marquez of Al-
hambra, Calif., Katy Rock
Reeves of Norfolk, Va., and
a brother Fred Rock of Ra-
chel (#9 community).

Her fellow parishioners,
family, and friends thank

Photo illustration by Joyce Bibey

those who keep her in their
hearts and who made time
to call her on the phone
(she loved to talk on the
phone) such as Linda and
Mickey Abruzzino, Betty Jo
and George Tippner, and
Meredith and Rudy Banick.

The family would like to
thank the staff and manage-
ment of Fazio’s Eldercare for
their devoted and profes-
sional care for Alice. It is
also important to recognize
the pallbearers — Andrew
Opyoke, K.C. Jones, George
Tippner, Bill Glasscock,
Rich Priester, and Fred Rock
Priester. Honorary pall-
bearers are Richard Priester
Sr. and Stephen “Cicso” Pri-
ester.

The life of Alice Rock Pri-
ester was celebrated at her
funeral Mass at St. Peter’s
Catholic Church on Satur-
day, June 28.

Alice was buried next to
the love of her life Paul Dan-
iel Priester and beside her
Mother Mary and brother
Fred at Mt. Carmel Ceme-
tery in Fairmont.

ini MILLS GROUP

M E ARCHITECTURE = PLANNING = PRESERVATION

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES
AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

(—

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM
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Evangelization at the Point Pleasant Car Show

By Father Bill Kuchinsky
e are called to share
our experience of
faith with others,
bearing witness to the love of Christ
and becoming missionary disci-
ples.” These words from Pope Leo
XIV were shown in action recently.

It was a steamy hot Saturday on
Main Street in Point Pleasant on the
26th of July. Lining the boulevard
were over 100 “hot rods” — mostly
vintage cars. Also, there was a
booth set up for evangelization.

This evangelization effort was
born from the hearts of the laity
from Sacred Heart of Jesus (in town)
which is a Mission of St. Matthew
Parish in Ravenswood. Margkita
Sexton organized the effort work-
ing closely with her Pastor, Father
Roy Kurakula. The planning for this
event was accomplished in short
order.

The desire to reach out to the
community, to tell them about
Jesus and the richness of the Cath-
olic Faith was expressed just a cou-
ple of months ago. That same mis-
sionary zeal was evident in those
who helped with the effort.

Pope Leo XIV recently remarked,
“Don’t limit yourselves to theoreti-
cal knowledge; live your faith in a
concrete way, experiencing God’s
love in your daily lives.” This ex-
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SHARING APPEAL

perience of God’s love seemed to be
witnessed by the ease in which the
parishioners engaged with those
who passed by. It was as if by na-
ture.

Many, including Catholics,
stopped to chat. There were several
conversations in addition to the
many casual greetings along the
way.

The “booth” was under a picnic
tent. The space was so nicely set up
that it looked like a chapel. There
was a painting of the Mary, Undoer
of Knots, along with an iconic print
of The the Sacred Heart of Jesus (pa-
tron of this mission), prominently
displayed along with Bibles, includ-
ing a KJV.

Pamphlets were available to the
visitors (many apologetic in nature
— telling what Catholics really be-
lieve in this mostly Protestant area).
A number of sacramentals were also
freely offered; including rosaries,
Miraculous Medals, St. Benedict
medals, and prayer cards (some
with explanations of the sacramen-
tals).

Thoughtfully on such a swelter-
ing day, the street evangelizers of-
fered free ice-cold water and juice
boxes. Certainly, this was a part of
the Christian witness given that
day.

Father Godwin Olugbami and I

*3* Give Generously. Pray Purposefully. Serve Joyfully.

YOU can make impact on evangelization &
outreach efforts across West Virginia.

were asked to be a part of the effort,
and were welcomed by Father Roy
and his people with great hospital-
ity. There was blessed fellowship
among all. Grand Knight Frank
Nester was there for the duration.
Also present and aiding in the effort
were Debbie Shook, Dave Shook
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Courtesy photo
At their booth at the car show are, from left, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
Frank Nester, Father Godwin Olugbami, Father Bill Kuchinsky, Father Roy Kurak-
ula, and Margkita Sexton with her son John.

(helped set up), Jody Durst, Judy
Browning, John Sexton, and Travis
Sexton.

A number of the items were pur-
chased from St. Paul Street Evange-
lization which offers sacramentals,
teaching materials and training for
such an effort.
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10/4: FAMILY DAY

12:00PM - 3:00PM, NEWMAN HALL AND ToOP LOT
JOIN US FOR FAMILY FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES, FUN, AND GOOD FOOD!

10/5: MASS & PROCESSION, FORMAL DINNER

11:00AM MASS CELEBRATED BY BISHOP MARK E. BRENNAN Skl

12:30PM FORMAL DINNER*, KEYNOTE: DR. ROBERT GEORGE
*GPACE IS LIMITED, USE THE QR CODE TO RSVP FOR THE DINNER

® @
1481 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, MORGANTOWN, WV 26505
® @
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En Espariol

Exaltation of the Holy Cross

I.os nuevos santos Acutis y Frassati animan a los

fieles a vivir la vida plenamente, dice el Papa

Por Carol Glatz, Catholic News
Service

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS)
— El mayor riesgo en la vida es desper-
diciarla al no buscar seguir el plan de
Dios, dijo el Papa Le6n XIV al procla-
mar a dos nuevos santos: dos jévenes
laicos de los siglos XX y XXI. "Los san-
tos Pier Giorgio Frassati y Carlo Acutis
son una invitacion para todos noso-
tros, sobre todo para los jévenes, a no
malgastar la vida, sino a orientarla
hacia lo alto y hacer de ella una obra
maestra", dijo el Papa el 7 de septiem-
bre

"Esta es la férmula, sencilla pero se-
gura, de su santidad", dijo, es accesible
a todos en cualquier momento. "Nos
animan con sus palabras: 'No yo, sino
Dios', decia Carlo. Y Pier Giorgio: 'Si
tienes a Dios como centro de todas tus
acciones, entonces llegaras hasta el
final".

Antes de canonizar a los primeros
santos de su pontificado, el Papa Ledn
saludo a los mas de 80.000 fieles que se
habian reunido temprano en la plaza
de San Pedro porque queria compartir
su alegria con ellos antes del inicio de
la solemne ceremonia.

"Antes de comenzar la solemne
celebracion de la Canonizacion, queria
saludarlos y decirles unas palabras a
todos ustedes, porque, si bien la cele-
bracién es muy solemne, también es
un dia de gran alegria. Queria saludar
especialmente a tantos jovenes, chicos
y chicas, que han venido a esta Santa
Misa", dijo, saludando también a las
tamilias de los futuros santos y alas aso-
ciaciones y comunidades a las que ha-
bian pertenecido los jévenes.

El Papa Ledn pidi6 a todos que sin-
tamos "en el corazén lo mismo que viv-
ieron Pier Giorgio y Carlo: este amor
por Jesucristo, sobre todo en la Eucar-
istia, pero también en los pobres, en los

hermanos y hermanas".

"También ustedes, todos nosotros,
estamos llamados a ser santos", dijo,
antes de retirarse para prepararse para
la Misa y rendir homenaje a una esta-
tua de Maria con el nifio Jesas y los re-
licarios que contienen las reliquias de
los dos jovenes.

En suhomilia, el Papa subray¢lalla-
mada de Jesus en la lectura del Evan-
gelio del dia "a lanzarnos sin vacilar a la
aventura que El nos propone, con lain-
teligencia y la fuerza que vienen de su
Espiritu y que podemos acoger en la
medida en que nos despojamos de no-
sotros mismos, de las cosas y de las
ideas a las que estamos apegados, para
ponernos a la escucha de su palabra".

Eso es lo que hicieron los dos nue-
vos santos y lo que todo discipulo de
Cristo esta llamado a hacer, dijo.

Muchas personas, especialmente
cuando son jovenes, dijo, se enfrentan
a una especie de encrucijada en la vida
cuando reflexionan sobre qué hacer
con ella.

Los santos de la Iglesia suelen ser re-
tratados como "grandes personajes, ol-
vidando que para ellos todo comenz6
cuando, ain jovenes, respondieron 'si'
aDiosy se entregaron a Fl plenamente,
sin guardar nada para si", dijo el Papa.

"Contemplamos hoy a san Pier
Giorgio Frassatiy asan Carlo Acutis: un
joven de principios del siglo XX y un
adolescente de nuestros dias, ambos
enamorados de Jesus y dispuestos a dar
todo por EI", dijo.

El Papa Leon dedico gran parte de su
homilia a compartir citas de ambos y
detalles de sus vidas, algo de lo que el
Papa Francisco se habia alejado, prefi-
riendo centrarse mas en las lecturas del
dia.

"La vida de Pier Giorgio representa
una luz para la espiritualidad laical",
dijo el Papa Ledn.

"Para €l la fe no fue una devocion
privada; impulsado por la fuerza del
Evangelio y la pertenencia a asocia-
ciones eclesiales, se comprometio gen-
erosamente en la sociedad, dio su con-
tribucion en la vida politica, se des-
gast6 con ardor al servicio de los po-
bres", dijo.

"Carlo, por su parte, encontr6é a
Jesus en su familia, gracias a sus padres,
Andrés y Antonia --presentes hoy aqui
con sus dos hermanos, Francesca y Mi-
chele", dijo, mientras la multitud
aplaudia y Antonia sonreia timida-
mente a la cdmara.

San Acutis también encontré a
Jestsen la escuela jesuita ala que asistia
y "sobre todo en los sacramentos, cele-
brados en la comunidad parroquial",
dijo. "Creci6 integrando naturalmente
en sus jornadas de nifio y de adoles-
cente la oracion, el deporte, el estudio
y la caridad".

El Papa dijo que los nuevos santos
"cultivaron el amor a Dios y a los her-
manos a través de medios sencillos, al
alcance de todos: la Santa Misa diaria,
la oracion, y especialmente la adora-
cién eucaristica".

San Frassati nacio el 6 de abril de
1901 en Turin y muri6 alli el 4 de julio
de 1925, alos 24 afios, a causa de la po-
liomielitis. San Acutis naci6é de padres
italianos el 3 de mayo de 1991 en Lon-
dres y muri6é en Monza, Italia, el 12 de
octubre de 2006, a los 15 anos, a causa
de la leucemia.

El Papa dijo que "incluso cuando los
aquejo la enfermedad y esta fue deter-
iorando sus jovenes vidas, ni siquiera
eso los detuvo ni les impidi6é amar,
ofrecerse a Dios, bendecirlo y pedirle
por ellos y por todos".

Varios familiares y personas cerca-
nas a los nuevos santos asistieron a la
Misa, junto con dignatarios, como el
presidente italiano Sergio Mattarella.

Los padres de San Carlo Acutis, Andrea
y Antonia, y sus hermanos gemelos,
Michele y Francesca, que nacieron cua-
tro afios después de la muerte de su her-
mano, estuvieron presentes y juntos
llevaron al Papa las ofrendas. Michele
también hizo la primera lectura de la
Misa en inglés.

Valeria Valverde, quien ley6 la
primera oracion de los fieles, es una
joven costarricense que sufrié una
grave lesion en la cabeza mientras vivia
en Italia. Fue su inexplicable curacion
la que proporciono el segundo milagro
necesario para la canonizacion de San
Acutis.

San Frassati particip6 activamente
en la Accién Catolica, la Sociedad de
San Vicente de Padl, la Federacion Ital-
iana de Universidades Catdlicas y la
Tercera Orden Dominicana. Lorenzo
Zardi, vicepresidente del grupo juvenil
de la Accion Catolica Italiana, leyo la
segunda lectura de la Misa y Michele
Tridente, secretario general del movi-
miento laico, también presento al Papa
los dones del ofertorio.

Antes de rezar el Angelus, el Papa
volvié a dar las gracias a todos por
haber acudido a celebrar a los dos nue-
vos santos de la Iglesia.

Sin embargo, también pidi6 a los
fieles una "incesante oracion por la paz,
especialmente en Tierra Santa y en
Ucrania, y en todos los demas territo-
rios ensangrentados por la guerra".

"A los gobernantes les repito: jes-
cuchen la voz de la conciencia!", dijo.

"Las aparentes victorias obtenidas
con las armas, sembrando muerte y
destruccion, son en realidad derrotas y
nunca traen paz ni seguridad", afirmo.

"Dios no quiere la guerra. quiere la
paz", exclamo entre aplausos. Dios da
fuerza a quienes trabajan para dejar
atras el ciclo del odio y seguir el camino
del dialogo.

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores:

La di6cesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier de-
lito ante las autoridades civiles. Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cual-
quier obispo en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la pagina web
www.repostbishopabuse.org. Y si, ademas, existen motivos para creer que un
obispo ha cometido alguna conducta sexual inapropiada favor de comuni-
carse con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspondiente y también
puede realizar un reporte en la pagina web antes mencionada.

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la pol-
icia local; los nimeros varian segin su ubicacion.

Si considera que alguien esta en peligro inmediato, favor de llamar al 911.

Para informar de forma confidencial sobre cualquier sospecha de abuso
o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, favor de comunicarse con la
Oficina de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Nifios y Familias de West Vir-
ginia, llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 1-800.352.6513.

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La di6cesis exhorta a
informar primeramente a las autoridades civiles correspondientes, cuando la
denuncia incluye un delito, y también alienta a informar a las autoridades
eclesiasticas correspondientes. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sex-
ual de menores por parte del personal de la Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston,
comuniquese directamente con la didcesis a los teléfonos 1.888.434.6237 o
304.233.0880 para hablar con cualquiera de las siguientes personas asigna-
das: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; St. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; y si desea hablar en
espafiol con Sor Martha Gémez, ext. 264. También puede llamar a la Oficina
de Ambiente Seguro de la diocesis al 304.230.1504 o ala linea directa de abuso
sexual de la diocesis al 833.230.5656.

Los formularios de quejas estan disponibles en linea en la padgina web
www.dwec.org, favor de hacer clic en "Didcesis" en la barra de mend, luego en
"Oficinas”, en "Ambiente seguro" y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El
formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de
menores". El formulario se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Of-
fice of Safe Environment, Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230,
Wheeling WV 26003.

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de la
Diodcesis: Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742.
Ademas de las vias mencionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sex-
ual, la di6cesis se ha asociado con la comparfiia Navex Global que ofrecer la
plataforma EthicsPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como
sospecha de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacer-
dote, diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la didcesis o cualquier parroquia
o escuela catolica en West Virginia. Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint
a través de la pagina web www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego
“Informar mala conducta” o llamando al 844.723.8381.

EthicsPoint es una herramienta de denuncia confidencial y anénima,
ellos se encargaran de transmitir su denuncia directamente a las autoridades
civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas correspondientes, y lo mdas importante
al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad de la persona que denuncia esta
protegida.

Enlaces e informacion:

Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV:
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental,
Unidad de crimenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400.
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Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
Confirmation Schedule, Fall 2025
Bishop Mark Brennan, Celebrant

Sunday, Sept. 28: St. James the Apostle Parish, Clarksburg, 11 a.m.
Thursday, Oct. 9: St. Anthony Parish, Fairmont, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 18: St. Anthony Parish, Charleston, 5 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 19: Sacred Heart Parish, Huntington, 9 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 15: St. Francis Xavier Parish, Parkersburg, 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 18: St. Patrick Mission, Bancroft, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 6: St. Anthony Parish, Follansbee, 4 p.m.

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

B&t| Lou W. Nau, Inc.

69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling Phone (304) 242-6311

louwnau.doitbest.com

St. John University Parish

Mountaineer Catholic

On the campus of West Virginia University
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'Mass and Confession
- Friendship
Moyvie Nights
Bible Studies
Game Nights
Jam Sessions
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ROSARY CRUSADE FOR VOCATIONS IN WV

The Welty Home Difference:
Assisted Living At Its Best

Wel y www.WeltyHome.org * (304) 242-5233

Home for the Aged

with Fr. Chapm? ;
Sunday Mornings V'
6:30 WOWK CBS 13 Huntington-Charleston
8:00 WBOY NBC 12 Weston-Clarksburg-Fairmont
6:30 WOAY ABC4  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg
9:30 WWANBC 6 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg

9:30 DC News Now Hagerstown-Washington D.C.
Plus watch online at - www.mydailyliving.com and YouTube
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Good Shepherd
treats us like family.

4
Welty wowWeltyHome.org * (304) 242-1093

Home for the Aged

Foodservice Equip-

ment, Supplies, Dis-

posables, Janitorial
and more

A message from the West Virginia

Knights of Columbus State Council

Deep within the heart of every man is a call to live with purpose
and meaning; a call to lead, to protect, to serve and to defend.

Men today need a band of brothers — other Catholic men to
share in that call, who walk together on the journey towards
something better.

1 Fourteenth Street,
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-2270
Stop in or call us today!

You are invited
to put your
faith in action

kofc.org/joinus

A
AG% Knights of
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The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, tried by time,
present where men are, providing inspiring resources and
support for strengthening your faith and living a life of virtue.

Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our families. Knights serve
those in need.

When the world says men should step aside, Knights of
Columbus step up.

We are Catholic men. We live by principles informed by faith. We
are sons, fathers, husbands, and grandfathers. Join us on life's
greatest adventure to discover the man God calls you to be.

Become a Knight.

FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY

304232510 | KepnerFuneralom Click here

ESTABLISHED
LEADER IN
STRUGTURAL
HEART CARE

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

Appointments: 304-243-8362

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

YWYWVUHeart&Vascular
Institute
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